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IN THE CLAIMS 
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Please amend the claims as follows: 



1. (Currently Amended) In a communications system comprising at least two 
wireless service areas, each service area being operable to provide wireless communication 
service to a Mobile Node (MN) and being interfaced to a data network gateway, and 
wherein communications channels are maintained among the at least two service areas, a A 

5 method for providing a connection for a data communication signal in a wir e l e ss 

communication n e twoy, between an MN and a data network, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

establishing nlural communications channels between the MN and a a n e twork 
int e rfac e at a s e rving service area network controlling element , a first of the plural channels 
10 being arranged for /connection to the data network gateway interface for that service area 
and a second of tire plural channels being arranged for connection, via the communication 
channels connecting that service area with another service area, to the data network 
gateway interface for the another service are a , th e n e twork int e rfac e e stablishing at l e ast 
on e communication chann e l b e tw e en a s e rved Mobil e Nod e (MN) and at least one other 
15 n e twork controlling el e ment . 

2. 9 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of 
establishing plural communications channels is implemented in a network interface , and the 
network interface associates each acc e ss e d and established communication channel with the 
MN and dictates to which service area network controlling element each of the 

5 communication channels is to be routed. 
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3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of 
establishing a n e twork int e rfac e at a s e rving n e twork controlling e lement plural 
communications channels furth jr comprises: 



establishing a multiple < 
network controlling element an 
the communication network; 



generating signaling information 
and the s e rving service area network 



communication channels between the s e rving service area 
an MN in accordance with a standard being followed by 



that associates each established channel to the MN 
controlling element; and 



c Dmmunication channels from the s e rving service area 
oth e r n e twork controlling e l e m e nts the another service area 



routing the established 
network controlling element to 
based on the signaling information 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein th e n e twork is 



op e rativ e to establish a commun 



cation chann e l b e tw ee n th e MN and a data n e twork, and 



furth e r comprising th e s t e p of ac c e ssing simultan e ously multiple data serving nodes are 



simultaneously accessed by routing 
network controlling element to 
corresponding data serving m4 



communication channels from the s e rving service area 
sther a network controlling e l e m e nts element coupled to a 
« node in the another service area. 



5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4- 2 where the network interface 
is established by an MN. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim + 2 where the network interface 
is established by a network controlling element. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 2 where the network interface 
is established by a data serving node. 



8. (Current! 
area network controlling! elements 



Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein ones of the service 
are interfaced to a data network via corresponding ones 
of a plurality of data servfing nodes (PDSN) and comprising the additional step of: 



performing a hanc off between the s e rving service area network controlling element, 
th e s e rving n e twork conti oiling e l e ment b e ing interfac e d to a first data s e rving nod e , and 



another a network contro 



service area s e cond data 



ing element interfaced to a data network gateway at the another 
s fe rving nod e, whereby, during the handoff, communication 



channels established and afccessed at the oth e r network controlling element of the another 
service area are routed fropi th e oth e r that network controlling element to the s e rving 
1 0 service area network conti oiling element 



9. (Currently 
handoff, the communication 
controlling element and thje 
are removed and the MN 



Amended) The method of claim 8 where, upon completion of the 
channels routed between the s e rving service area network 
oth e r network controlling element of the another service area 



10. (Original) 
accordance with a standard 



ommunicates with the oth e r service area network controlling 
element via communicatidn channels established and accessed during the handoff 



The method of claim 8 where the handoff is performed in 
being followed by the wireless communication network. 



11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 where the handoff is initiated 
J 

by the s e rving service area network controlling element. 
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12. (Original) The method of claim 8 where the handoff is initiated by the 

MN. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 where the handoff is initiated 
by a data serving node coupled to the s e rving service area network controlling element. 
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